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Summary Information

Repository Enoch Pratt Free Library Special Collections

Title The Records of the Wine and Food Society of Baltimore

Date [bulk] Bulk, 1960-1980

Date [inclusive] 1947-1991

Extent 10.0 Linear feet 12 boxes

Language English

Abstract The Wine and Food Society consisted of leading Baltimore figures in the

business, social, and gourmand world. The collection consists of ten boxes

of administrative records, newsletters, correspondence, and illustrated

menus of the Wine and Food Society of Baltimore. The bulk of the

collection is the group of menus from general membership dinners dated

1947-1990. The collection comprises materials from the International

Wine and Food Society, 1974-1984, the North American Wine and

Food Society, 1974-1980, the Wine and Food Society of Baltimore

Administrative Papers, 1960-1991, and the Wine and Food Society of

Baltimore, 1947-1991.

Preferred Citation

The Records of the Wine and Food Society of Baltimore, Special Collections, Enoch Pratt Free Library/
Maryland’s State Library Resource Center.
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Biographical/Historical

In the spring of 1945, the President of the International Wine and Food Society in London, Andre L.
Simon, visited Baltimore. Mr. Simon was sent to the United States in the hopes of starting some foreign
branches of the International Wine and Food Society. Mr. Simon was referred to Frederick Philip Stieff,
a writer on wine and food for the Baltimore News American and son of Frederick Stieff, founder of the
Stieff Piano Company. Stieff held a dinner at his home in Roland Park for Simon. After the dinner, Stieff
approached his friend Henry Powell Hopkins and several others who he thought might be interested in
forming a branch of the Wine and Food Society in Baltimore. They held another dinner at the home of
Hopkins. The following gentlemen attended the dinner:

Frederick P. Stieff Wendell D. Allen William B. Banks J. Kemp Bartlett, Jr. James M. Hepbron Chase
Ridgely Judge W. Cornwell Smith Dr. Maurice Sullivan Raymond S. Tompkins

This came to be known as the founding dinner of the Wine and Food Society. These 10 men (including
Henry Powell Hopkins) were the original Board of Governors, with Frederick Stieff as President and
Henry Hopkins as Secretary.

The first formal dinner was held on May 26, 1947 at the Belvedere Hotel and was of a Creole theme. Fifty
men attended the dinner. One of the men, Dr. Sullivan, was originally from New Orleans and knew of a
famous gourmet by the name of Edward T. Waldo. Mr. Waldo agreed to come to Baltimore and put on
a dinner. The crawfish bisque was cooked in New Orleans and then flown to Baltimore. For many years,
the dinners were held only at the Belvedere Hotel. There were only two dinners per year, spring and
fall, and they were very elaborate formal affairs. The theme usually revolved around a particular city or
country and the menus were large and decorative. Recipes and long descriptions of the chosen wines were
included in the menus. The Assembly Room at the Belvedere was ornately decorated, even to include live
swans and other animals at times.

Dinners included an orchestra and often entertainment, such as dancers native to the theme country. Many
of the early dinners had a price tag of only $7.50. Some of the food and wine were flown in from the
theme country and many of the foreign embassies were consulted for menu covers, wines, recipes and
entertainment. Ambassadors and their ladies were often invited, as well as the Governor of Maryland.
Attendance was frequently over 200 people.

The nature and style of the Society’s functions began to change in the 1970’s. This was due largely to
the establishment of many excellent restaurants in Baltimore. This, coupled with an ensuing decline in
favor of both banquet food and drink, led the Society to have smaller events at a variety of restaurants.
In November of 1981, the Society established a wine cellar. This assured a continuing supply of wine
worthy of presentation at the Society affairs. The wine storage area was constructed in Cellar Master John
McCormick’s wine cellar.
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Scope and Contents Note

The Wine and Food Society of Baltimore Papers spans the years 1947 to 1991, with the bulk of the
collection from the 1960s and 1970s. Harold Williams donated the Wine and Food Society of Baltimore
Papers in the 1990s to the Enoch Pratt Free Library. The Society was made up of leading Baltimore
figures in the business, social, and gourmand world. Throughout his involvement in the Society, Williams
served on the Board of Governors and as President. The papers reveal the creation and continued success
of a social club focused on good food and good wine.

Arrangement

The collection is divided into four series:

I. International Wine and Food Society, 1974-1984

This is the parent organization to both the North American chapters as well as Baltimore’s chapter.
Included in this series are reports, accounts, and correspondence between various Wine and Food
Societies.

II. North American Wine and Food Society, 1974-1980

Series two provides a look at the charter and by-laws of the North American Society, summaries of other
societies in North America, and correspondence between the Baltimore society and the North American
one.

III. Wine and Food Society of Baltimore Administrative Papers, 160-1991

Series three is divided into four subseries. Subseries one details the history of the Baltimore Society.
Subseries two is made up of the charter, articles, and by-laws of the Society. Subseries three consists
of membership materials--applications, membership cards, proposed members, member lists, and
correspondence. Subseries four is the Financial Papers of the Wine and Food Society that are further
divided into dues, financial statements, and bills and budget issues. All materials in subseries four are
arranged chronologically. Subseries five is the Officers and Boards of Governors’ papers. This subseries
is also further divided into the list of Board of Governors and Officers from 1970-1987 and the Board of
Governors’ Meetings and Dinners from 1970-1990. All materials are arranged chronologically.

IV. Wine and Food Society of Baltimore, 1947-1991

Series four constitutes the bulk of the collection. The materials are divided into seven subseries for
organization purposes. Subseries one is the Schedule of Events from 1969 to 1989. All papers are
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arranged chronologically. Subseries two are the Society’s newsletters arranged chronologically from 1979
to 1990. Subseries three, General Membership Dinners, 1947-1990, is the largest section of the collection.
It consists mostly of menus from various dinners and all are arranged chronologically. Subseries four are
private dinners hosted by members of the Society. Subseries five is the oversized menus from the Board
of Governors’ Dinners (please see Series III for more information). The sixth subseries consists of trips
that the Society offered its members from 1969 to 1992. The last subseries is devoted to the Wine Cellar.

Administrative Information

Publication Information

Enoch Pratt Free Library Special Collections April 2003

Conditions Governing Access

Unrestricted, by appointment only.

Conditinos Governing Use

Permission to reproduce or publish is required and may be subject to copyright, fees, and other legal
restrictions imposed by parties outside of the Library.

The Enoch Pratt Free Library is not responsible for the outside use of these images but is committed to the
responsible and legal use of any content held in its collections. Any questions regarding the legal nature
of content on this site may be referred to spc@prattlibrary.org.

Accruals

No accruals are expected.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Harold Williams donated the Wine and Food Society of Baltimore Papers in the 1990s to the Enoch Pratt
Free Library. The Society was made up of leading Baltimore figures in the business, social, and gourmand
world. Throughout his involvement in the Society, Williams served on the Board of Governors and as
President. The papers reveal the creation and continued success of a social club focused on good food and
good wine.
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Controlled Access Headings

Corporate Name(s)

• Baltimore News-American.
• International Wine and Food Society.
• Wine and Food Society of Baltimore.

Genre(s)

• Administrative records
• Correspondence
• menus
• newsletters

Geographic Name(s)

• Baltimore (Md.)

Personal Name(s)

• Hopkins, Henry Powell
• Simon, Andre L., 1877-1970
• Stieff, Frederick Philip

Subject(s)

• Gastronomy
• Wine and wine making
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Collection Inventory

Series I: International Wine and Food Society, 1974-1984 
Box

1

Folder

1-3

Box Folder

Statement of Purpose 
1 1

Reports and Accounts, 1983-1984 
1 2

Correspondence, 1974-1982 
1 3

Series II: North American Wine and Food Society, 1974-1980 
Box

1

Folder

4-9

Box Folder

Charter and By-Laws 
1 4

Branch Summaries, 1979 
1 5

Branch Contacts, 1979-1980 
1 6

New York Branch 
1 7

Washington, D. C. Branch 
1 8

Correspondence, 1974 
1 9



Guide to the Records of the Wine and Food Society of Baltimore  MS

Series III: Wine and Food Society of Baltimore Administrative Papers, 1960...

- Page 9 -

Series III: Wine and Food Society of Baltimore Administrative Papers,

1960-1991 

Box

1-4

Folder

10-82

Subseries I: History of the Baltimore Society, 1960-1989 
Box

1

Folder

10-11

Box Folder

Stieff's Letter, January 26, 1960 
1 10

History, 1978 and 1989 
1 11

Subseries II: Governing Documents, 1967-1989 
Box

1

Folder

12-13

Box Folder

Charter 
1 12

Articles and By-Laws, 1967-1989 
1 13

Subseries III: Membership, 1971-1988 
Box

1

Folder

14-20

Box Folder

Application and Procedure, 1981 
1 14

Membership Cards (Hal Williams), 1971-1988 
1 15

Membership Lists, 1985 
1 16

Proposed Members, 1974-1979 
1 17

Proposed Members, 1980-1983 
1 18
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Correspondence about Membership, 1980-1981 
1 19

Membership Survey, 1986 
1 20

Subseries IV: Financial Papers of the Wine and Food Society of

Baltimore, 1971-1991 

Box

2-3

Folder

21-52

Box Folder

Sub-subseries A: Dues, 1973-1991 
2 21-24

Box Folder

Dues, 1973-1979 
2 21

Dues, 1980-1985 
2 22

Dues, 1986-1989 
2 23

Dues, 1990-1991 
2 24

Sub-subseries B: Financial Statements, 1970-1989 
2 25-34

Box Folder

1970-1979 
2 25

1980 
2 26

1981 
2 27
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1982 
2 28

1983 
2 29

1984 
2 30

1985 
2 31

1986 
2 32

1987 
2 33

1988-1989 
2 34

Sub-subseries C: Bills and Budget Issues, 1971-1988 
2-3 35-52

Box Folder

1971 
2 35

1972 
2 36

1973 
2 37

1974 
2 38

1975 
2 39
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1976 
2 40

1977 
2 41

1978 
2 42

1979 
2 43

1980 
2 44

1981 
2 45

1982 
2 46

1983 
2 47

1984 
3 48

1985 
3 49

1986 
3 50

1987 
3 51

1988 
3 52

Subseries V: Officers and Board of Governors, 1970-1990 
Box

3-4

Folder

53-82

Box Folder
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Sub-subseries A: List of Board of Governors and Officers, 1970-1987 
3 53-56

Box Folder

1970-1973 
3 53

1973-1975 
3 54

1976-1981 
3 55

1981-1987 
3 56

Sub-subseries B: Board of Governor's Meetings and Dinners, 1970-1990 
3-4 57-82

Box Folder

1970 
3 57

1972 
3 57

1973 
3 59

1974 
3 60

1975 
3 61

January-July 1976 
3 62

August-December 1976 
3 63
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January-June 1977 
3 64

July-December 1977 
3 65

January-June 1978 
3 66

September-December 1978 
3 67

January-June 1979 
4 68

September-December 1979 
4 69

January-April 1980 
4 70

June-November 1980 
4 71

January-March 1981 
4 72

May-November 1981 
4 73

1982 
4 74

1983 
4 75

1984 
4 76

1985 
4 77
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1986 
4 78

1987 
4 79

1988 
4 80

1989 
4 81

1990 
4 82

Series IV: Wine and Food Society of Baltimore General Papers,

1947-1991 

Box

5-12

Folder

83-257

Subseries I: Schedule of Events, 1969-1989 
Box

5

Folder

83-98

Box Folder

1969-1970 
5 83

1970-1971 
5 84

1971-1972 
5 85

1973-1974 
5 86

1974-1975 
5 87

1976-1977 
5 88
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1977-1978 
5

1978-1979 
5 90

1979-1980 
5 91

1980-1981 
5 92

1981-1982 
5 93

1982-1983 
5 94

1985 
5 95

1986 
5 96

1987-1988 
5 97

1988-1989 
5 98

Subseries II: Newsletters, 1979-1990 
Box

5

Folder

99-109

Box Folder

Correspondence, 1979-1981 
5 99

No. 1, Fall 1981 
5 100

Nos. 2 and 3, 1982 
5 101
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No. 5, 1983 
5 102

Nos.6-8, 1984 
5 103

Nos. 9-11, 1985 
5 104

Nos. 12-14, 1986 
5 105

Nos. 15-17, 1987 
5 106

Nos. 18-19, 1988 
5 107

Nos. 20-22, 1989 
5 108

No. 23, Fall 1990 
5 109

Subseries III: General Membership Dinners, 1947-1990 
Box

5-6

Folder

110-257

Box Folder

Index to Meals, 1947-1975 
5 110

Creole Dinner, May 26, 1947 
5 111

A Maryland Dinner, December 6, 1947 
5 112

A Wine Tasting, February 12, 1948 
5 113

An International Dinner, May 29, 1948 
6 114



Guide to the Records of the Wine and Food Society of Baltimore  MS

Subseries III: General Membership Dinners, 1947-1990

- Page 18 -

A Parisian Dinner, May 23, 1949 
6 115

An Evening at Sacher’s in Old Vienna, May 20, 1950 
6 116

A Swedish Dinner, December 13, 1950 
6 117

A Dinner of the Seven Seas, May 26, 1951 
6 118

A Hawaiian Dinner, December 1, 1951 
6 119

A Spanish Dinner, May 10, 1952 
6 120

Un Diner des Provinces de Francaise, December 6, 1952 
6 121

South American Dinner, April 24, 1954 
6 121

A Persian Dinner, December 4, 1954 
6 123

French Dinner, April 20, 1955 
6 124

French Dinner, April 20, 1955 
6 124a

Dinne, December 3, 1955 
7 125

Florentine Dinner, April 21, 1956 
7 126

A Marine Dinner, December 1, 1956 
7 127
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A Gay Nineties Dinner, May 7, 1957 
7 128

Spice of Life, November 13, 1957 
7 129

A Tidewater Dinner, April 13, 1958 
7 130

Indian Dinner, November 20, 1958 
7 131

Speisekarte-German Dinner, May 6, 1959 
7 132

A Southern Christmas Dinner, December 2, 1959 
7 133

Spring Dinner a L’Hirondelle, May 16, 1960 
7 134

Alaskan Dinner, December 7, 1960 
7 135

A Danish Dinner, December 7, 1961 
7 136

A California Dinner, May 3, 1962 
7 137

An Italian Renaissance Dinner, December 6, 1962 
7 138

Geo. Washington Birthday Dinner, February 22, 1963 
7 139

Bouquet de Paris, May 15, 1963 
7 140

A Swiss Dinner, November 14, 1963 
7 141



Guide to the Records of the Wine and Food Society of Baltimore  MS

Subseries III: General Membership Dinners, 1947-1990
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An Evening with Scheherazade, May 14, 1964 
7 142

A Repeat of the 1947 Creole Dinner, November 12, 1964 
7 143

An Evening in Old Mexico, May 20, 1965 
7 144

Honoring Sweden, November 11, 1965 
7 145

Un Dinner a Paris, May 19, 1966 
7 146

A Maryland Dinner Honoring Mr. Henry Powell Hopkins, November 12,

1966 

7 147

A Viennese Dinner, May 8, 1967 
7 148

Rijsttafel, September 21, 1967 
7 149

Hollandse Maaltijd, November 4, 1967 
8 150

An Evening in Italia, May 6, 1968 
8 151

A Dinner From Spain, October 29, 1968 
8 152

An Australian Dinner, November 18, 1968 
8 153

Wine Tasting, March 16, 1969 
8 154
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A Dinner of the Generals, June 23, 1969 
8 155

A Fall Evening in Lisbon, November 3, 1969 
8 156

Annual Membership Dinner, February 17, 1970 
8 157

An International Dinner, June 15, 1970 
8 158

Foods and Wines of the USA, November 16, 1970 
8 159

Annual Stag Dinner, February 16, 1971 
8 160

Extraordinary Wine Tasting, May 16, 1971 
8 161

A Dinner of an English Country Inn, June 18, 1971 
8 162

French Wine & Cheese Tasting, October 3, 1971 
8 163

Bienvenido A nuestra cena Espanola, November 29, 1971 
8 164

Madeira Tasting, January 27, 1972 
8 165

Stag Dinner, March 2, 1972 
8 166

Our Twenty-fifth Anniversary Old Maryland Dinner, June 2, 1972 
8 167

New York Weekend, October 10, 1972 
8 168
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An Israeli Dinner, November 9, 1972 
8 169

An Evening in Holland, February 20, 1973 
8 170

Un Diner des Provinces Francaises, June 11, 1973 
9 171

Wine Tasting, September 16, 1973 
9 172

Fall Dinner, October 6, 1973 
9 173

To Drink the Affordable Wines, January 20, 1974 
9 174

A Spanish Dinner, January 23, 1974 
9 175

Annual Stag Dinner, April 19, [1974] 
9 176

A Dinner of the Clipper Ships’ Ports of Call, June 3, 1974 
8 177

An Evening in Old San Juan, November 11, 1974 
9 178

They Were Very Good Years, January 12, 1975 
9 179

A Dinner with the Jacobs, Circa 1905, February 5-6, 1975 
9 180

A Wine Tasting of Scotch Whiskies, April 8, 1975 
9 181
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A Dinner Commemorating the 100th Running of the Preakness, May 15,

1975 

9 182

A Dinner Commemorating the American Revolution Bicentennial

(1777-1976), November 18, 1975 

9 183

A Tasting of Finer Wines, January 25, 1976 
9 184

An Athens Evening in the Plaka, February 5-6, 1976 
9 185

The French Connection, May 12, 1976 
9 186

Andre Simon Centenary, February 21, 1977 
9 187

North American Wine and Food Festival, October 14-16, 1976 
10 188

Northern Italian Dinner, November 15, 1976 
10 189

Mini-Dinners, 1977 
10 190

A Dinner Honoring Andre Simon and Featuring the Gifts of Spring, April

18, 1977 

10 191

Luncheon at the Accomac Inn, April 23, 1977 
10 192

A Tasting of California Wines, May 15, 1977 
10 193

The Republic of South Africa, June 16, 1977 
10 194
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Andre Simon Centenary Dinner, October 28, 1977 
10 195

An Evening in Switzerland, December 6, 1977 
10 196

Wines and Fares, February 5, 1978 
10 197

Mini-Dinners, 1978 
10 198

Annual Stag Dinners, April 24, 1978 
10 199

A Maryland Coastal Dinner, May 9, 1978 
10 200

Great Wines of the World, October 10, 1978 
10 201

At Table with Thomas Jefferson, October 25-26, 1978 
10 202

Domine Chadon, November 1, 1978 
10 203

Drink the Best of the Jug Wines, November 12, 1978 
10 204

A Tasting of Fine Wines, February 4, 1979 
10 205

250th Anniversary of the Founding of Baltimore City, April 21, 1979 
10 206

A Tasting of the Wines of Spain, June 17, 1979 
10 207

Wine Tasting, June 28, 1979 
10 208
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A Tasting of Robert Mondavi Cabernet Sauvignon, November 14, 1979 
11 209

Mini-Dinners, December 4, 1979 
11 210

A Saturday Stroll Through Little Italy, January 16, 1982 
11 211

Italy: Its Oenological and Gourmet Delights, February 11, 1983 
11 212

Fantastic South Africa, February 1, 1980 
11 213

A Comparative Tasting of Fine California and French Wines, February 24,

1980 

11 214

May Dinner Dance, May 2, 1980 
11 215

Picnic, June 8, 1980 
11 216

An Evening of Italian Wines and Pastas, June 25, 1980 
11 217

Annual Stag Dinner, November 12, 1980 
11 218

Deutscher Wein Zur Feinen Kuche, December 10, 1980 
11 219

A Tasting of South American Wines and Foods, March 8, 1981 
11 220

A Tasting of Fine California Wines, May 3, 1981 
11 221
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Mini-Dinners, May 30-31, 1981 
11 222

Picnic, June 14, 1981 
11 223

The Wines of France, September 27, 1981 
11 224

Annual General Membership Meeting, October 6, 1981 
11 225

A Bit of Australia, October 9, 1981 
11 226

An Evening with Henry Powell Hopkins, October 22, 1981 
11 227

California Zinfadel Wine Tasting, November 22, 1981 
11 228

Annual Stag Dinner. December 14, 1981 
11 229

Annual Members Dinner, February 15, 1984 
11 230

1985 
11 231

1986 
11 232

1987 
11 233

1988 
12 234

1989 
12 235
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1990 
12 236

Subseries IV: Private Dinners, 1959-1973 
Box

12

Folder

237-240

Box Folder

A Spanish Dinner, November 7, 1959 
12 237

Barnum’s City Hotel, November 8, 1969 
12 238

Given by Henry Powell Hopkins, November 19, 1973 
12 239

Wines of California, January 18, 1975 
12 240

Subseries V: Oversized Menus from Board of Governors' Dinners

and Meetings, 1949-53 

Box

12

Folder

241-242

Box Folder

Un Diner des Specialites, December 16, 1949 
12 241

Circling South America via London and Louisville, KY, December 12,

1953 

12 242

Subseries VI: Wine and Food Society Trips, 1969-1992 
Box

12

Folder

243-255

Box Folder

Renault Winery, September 27, 1969 
12 243

Greenbrier, October 24-26, 1975 
12 244
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Bus Trip to York, PA, April 23, 1977 
12 245

York Market and Hotel Hershey, June 24, 1978 
12 246

“Spend a weekend in New York City”, May 4-7, 1979 
12 247

South Africa, March 16, 1979- April 7, 1979 
12 248

Seafood Festival in Ocean City, MD, October 22-24, 1982 
12 249

Greenbrier Weekend, March 2-4, 1984 
12 250

Queen Elizabeth II to International Wine and Food Society Meeting,

September 1986 

12 251

Wine Tasting in New York, March 26, 1985 
12 252

Ocean City, MD, March 21, 1989 
12 253

Burgundy and Alsace, May 9-19, 1991 
12 254

“A Taste of the Big Apple”, May 20-25, 1992 
12 255

Subseries VII: Wine Cellar, 1981-1983 
Box

12

Folder

256-257

Box Folder

1981-1983 
12 256
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Miscellaneous Correspondence of Harold Williams 
12 257


